WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MEN’S BASKETBALL RANKED NoO. 1 IN
SPORTING NEWS PRESEASON PoLL; WALLIS AND THOMPSON

NAMED PRESEASON ALL-AMERICANS

ST. Louis, Mo., OCTOBER 6, 2009 — THE TWO-TIME DEFENDING NCAA DIVISION IIl NATIONAL
CHAMPION WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM IS RANKED No. 1
IN THE SPORTING NEWS COLLEGE BASKETBALL MAGAZINE TOP-10 POLL, WHICH IS CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE ON NEWS STANDS.

GUILFORD, WHO WAS DEFEATED BY WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN THE FINAL FOUR AND
BROUGHT HOME THE THIRD-PLACE TROPHY A YEAR AGO, WAS PICKED SECOND. NATIONAL
RUNNER-UP RICHARD STOCKTON AND FINAL FOUR PARTICIPANT FRANKLIN & MARSHALL
COLLEGE WERE CHOSEN NoO. 3 AND No0O.4, WHILE THE COLLEGE OF WOOSTER, UNIVERSITY OF
MASSACHUSETTS-DARTMOUTH, JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY, DESALES, UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN-STEVENS POINT AND BROOKLYN COLLEGE ROUNDED OUT THE TOP-10.

HEAD COACH MARK EDWARDS GUIDED WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY TO A SCHOOL-RECORD 29-2
OVERALL MARK AND THE 2009 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WITH A 61-52 VICTORY OVER RICHARD
STOCKTON COLLEGE ON MARCH 21, IN SALEM, VA. WASHINGTON U. ALSO WON ITS NINTH
UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (UAA) TITLE, AND ADVANCED TO THE FINAL FOUR FOR THE
THIRD TIME IN SCHOOL HISTORY.

THE BEARS RETURN 15 LETTERWINNERS AND FOUR STARTERS FROM LAST YEAR’S NATIONAL
TITLE TEAM, INCLUDING PRESEASON FIRST-TEAM ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS IN GRADUATE
STUDENT GUARD SEAN WALLIS AND SENIOR GUARD AARON THOMPSON. JOINING WALLIS AND
THOMPSON ON THE FIRST TEAM WERE DARNELL BRASWELL OF DESALES UNIVERSITY, SANTINI
LANCIONI OF RICHARD STOCKTON COLLEGE AND TYLER SANBORN OF GUILFORD COLLEGE.

WALLIS AVERAGED 11.1 POINTS AND A UAA-BEST AND THIRD IN ALL NCAA DiIVIsIONS 8.1
ASSISTS PER GAME AND SHOT 83.5 PERCENT FROM THE FOUL LINE A YEAR AGO. HE WAsS A
FINALIST FOR THE BOB CoUsY POINT GUARD OF THE YEAR AWARD AND WAS A FIRST-TEAM ALL-
UAA AND SECOND-TEAM D3HOOPS.COM ALL-AMERICA HONOREE. WALLIS WAS NAMED THE MOST
OUTSTANDING PLAYER OF THE WHEATON SECTIONAL AND THE FINAL FOUR AFTER AVERAGING
14.5 POINTS AND 7.0 ASSISTS PER GAME DURING THE BEARS’ RUN TO THE 2009 NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP.

THOMPSON, THE 2009 UAA MOST VALUABLE PLAYER, AVERAGED A TEAM-BEST 18.0 POINTS
PER GAME AND LED THE CONFERENCE WITH 96 THREE-POINTERS MADE. A FIRST-TEAM NATIONAL
BASKETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION (NABC) ALL-REGION AND D3HOOPS.CcOM ALL-MIDWEST
REGION HONOREE, HE SCORED IN DOUBLE FIGURES IN 29-OF-31 GAMES PLAYED LAST SEASON.
THOMPSON AVERAGED 17.0 POINTS AND 7.0 REBOUNDS AT THE FINAL FOUR EN ROUTE TO NCAA

ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM HONORS.



EDWARDS ENTERS HIS 29" SEASON ON THE DANFORTH CAMPUS WITH AN OVERALL RECORD OF
505-236 (.682). THE 2009 MoLTEN/DIII NEws AND NABC DivisioN IIl NATIONAL COACH OF
THE YEAR HAS GUIDED THE BEARS TO A SCHOOL-RECORD 25-CONSECUTIVE WINNING SEASONS.

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY BEGINS ITS TITLE DEFENSE ON SUNDAY, Nov. 15, AT HOME
AGAINST MACMURRAY COLLEGE. TIP-OFF IS SET FOR 3 P.M. AT THE WU FIELD HOUSE.
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